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Iowa State University of Science and Technology, established in 1858, is 
a comprehensive Carnegie Foundation Research I University located in 
Ames, Iowa, USA. The birthplace of the first computer, Iowa State ranks 
in the top 20 in wireless computer access. The nation’s first land-grant 
institution and founder of the first college of veterinary medicine, Iowa 
State also ranks 3rd in new patentable biotechnology, 3rd for engineering 
specialty programs, and is one of the top 50 public universities in the U.S.  

Iowa State’s picturesque 800-hectare campus features a park-like setting, 
and is set in the geographic center of the U.S. The campus was highlighted 
in the publication, The Campus as a Work of Art, as one of the most 
beautiful in the United States. 

Your adventure began thousands of miles away from Iowa State, but 
getting here is only half the fun. Once you arrive on campus you’ll 
experience first hand the hospitality and see why more than 3000 
international students from all over the world consider Iowa State their 
“home away from home.”
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STUDENTS
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What are your thoughts about expenses, working, etc.?
Brazil is so expensive and what I am getting here doesn’t even compare 
for the price. You get so much more here than other places. I also think 
it’s easy to get a job. People have to understand there are alternatives. 
You are getting a really good education here for a really affordable price. 
The investment is definitely worth your money.

What is the biggest difference for you?
The freshman 15! Students should buy sweatpants because you will gain 
more than 15 pounds!☺
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What mistakes have you made while at Iowa State?
Initially it’s easy to mix up the CyRide bus system and lose track of which 
one to get on and where to get off.

What do you think is important for other international students to 
know?
The culture and history about this campus are important. It’s a big 
university and the scenery is amazing. 

DA

Share an interesting experience.
Destination Iowa State (DIS) was a lot of fun. It was very well organized 
and I got to meet a bunch of people. There were also tons of fun events 
– the welcome picnic was my favorite.

Where do you hang out?  
What do you do with your friends?
We go to Des Moines a lot, which is only 50 kilometers away. We also 
like to go to movies.
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Why did you come to Iowa State?
They accepted my transfer credits, the tuition was 
acceptable, and they had really good scholarships 
available.

What mistakes have you made while at Iowa State?
I have a hard time with the doors – this whole pull vs. push 
thing! Also, I am not used to things being so punctual. The 
classes here start right on the dot, so I have been late to 
class a few times.

AMANDA

Why did you come to Iowa State?
They accepted a lot of my credits and they were the best 
university in the United States for my major – mechanical 
engineering. I also liked that Ames was ranked as one of 
the most-livable cities in the United States.

What has been the biggest difference for you?
The weather! Sri Lanka is so hot compared to here.
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What surprised you about Iowa State?
The entire environment and the magnitude of the university really 
surprised me. There was a big “wow” factor. The size of the campus is so 
impressive yet not daunting. You can really find a place of your own.

Where do you hang out?
When I am studying, I hang out in the library or in one of the engineering 
labs. When I am with my friends, we hang out at the tennis courts or on 
the Towers grounds and play rugby.

What information do you think is important for other international 
students to know?
Iowa State has the most beautiful campus!
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Majors and Programs
Iowa State University offers undergraduate degree programs in more than 
100 majors. Deciding what you want to major in can be a difficult decision. 
Fortunately, Iowa State offers many tools to help you decide as well as 
options if you just can’t make up your mind.

View our programs here: www.admissions.iastate.edu/majors

IEOP: Intensive English and Orientation Program
www.ieop.iastate.edu

Career Services (Internships and OPT)
www.career.iastate.edu
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FINANCING
International Student Ambassador Scholarships
International Student Ambassador Scholarships are awarded to students with exceptional 
leadership qualities and a desire to positively represent both their home country and Iowa 
State University to prospective students, like the students in this brochure.

Applicants will be considered for the following award levels:
Gold: $7,000 per year
Cardinal: $5,000 per year
Leadership: Up to $4,000 per year

Requirements
• Apply for admission. (You cannot be considered for this scholarship unless you are 

admitted to Iowa State University.)
• Submit a one-page essay describing experiences you have had in leadership, community 

service and/or volunteerism, and why you are interested in assisting Iowa State University 
with international recruitment activities.

• One letter of recommendation.
• Send essay and letter via email to agogerty@iastate.edu with the subject line Attention: 

International Scholarship Selection Committee
• There is no GPA or SAT requirement, as this is a leadership award.
Deadlines
• March 1 (fall & summer entry)
• October 1 (spring entry)

Eligibility
•  Incoming freshmen and transfers can apply.

The following criteria must be maintained to keep the scholarship until graduation:

• Serve as International Student Ambassador for at least 2 semesters.
• 2.0 cumulative GPA at Iowa State.
• Full-time enrollment (summers not included).
• Assessed non-resident tuition.

For more information visit:
admissions.iastate.edu/intl/finance.php
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